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In December, the Chamber of Deputies approved legislation to privatize about 50 state-run
companies. Miners' unions immediately organized strikes and protests. Trade unions affiliated
with the Bolivian Labor Central (Central Obrera Boliviana-COB) and students soon joined the
miners in organizing demonstrations. (See Chronicle 01/21/92 for previous coverage of protests
and worker demands.) Jan. 21: Negotiations mediated by the Catholic Church between government
officials and the COB were set to begin. The talks were proposed as a means of ending nearly daily
demonstrations and strikes. Interior Minister Carlos Saavedra said that the COB had promised a
48-hour suspension of demonstrations, barricades on streets and roads, and other public protest
measures. In addition, the COB agreed to cut by half the hundreds of union leaders and members
participating in hunger strikes throughout the country. The hunger strikes were initiated on Dec.
30. Agricultural worker union leaders said that despite the minister's understanding of COB
commitments, protesters blocked roads in Cochabamba, Tarija and Potosi. The talks, scheduled to
begin Tuesday afternoon at Labor Ministry headquarters, did not take place. COB leader Edgardo
Vazquez said the union delegation failed to attend because the Church had not yet forwarded a
formal invitation. The government provided no explanation for the absence of its delegation. On
Tuesday night, unconfirmed reports said the COB demanded that the meeting be open to the public
with reporters in attendance. The proposal was rejected by the government. While the Church
proposed that the COB suspend public demonstrations during the talks, the COB called on the
government to release from prison several persons arrested during street disturbances over the
past few days. Jan. 25: Negotiations between the government and the COB were underway for the
third day. According to Msgr. Edmundo Abastoflor, president of the Bolivian Episcopal Conference,
the talks were "going well." As requested by the COB, workers detained over the past two weeks
were released from prison. Local media sources reported that Jesus Yavari, executive secretary
of the Santa Cruz department labor confederation (COD), was in a coma and not responding to
medical treatment. Yavari joined other union members in a hunger strike on Jan. 2. The COD is a
COB affiliate. Jan. 28: Labor union leaders are studying a modified privatization plan prepared by
negotiators. According to local media reports, a decision on the plan was expected within 24 hours.
(Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 01/21/92, 01/25/92; Spanish news service EFE, 01/21/92;
01/28/92)
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